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Portrayals of Humans Living amid War and Pandemics: George A. Birmingham,
Albert Camus and Garcia Marquez
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[Abstract]

Since the worldwide outbreak of the COVID-19 in 2020, literary works depicting pan-
demic diseases, ancient and modern, east and west, suddenly have come into the spot-
light. The present writer harbored the idea that the works by George A. Birmingham, a
novelist from Northern Ireland, may have significance and values when we think of our
fight against the COVID-19. The present paper picks up Birmingham'’s long novel, Gos-
samer (1915), war memoir, A Padre in France (1918), and collection of short stories,
Our Casualty and Other Stories (1919), and discusses human natures observed in war
and pandemics, while comparing them with Albert Camus, The Plague (1947), and
Garcia Marquez, Love in the Time of Cholera (1985). It also investigates how Birming-
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ham'’s works embody “silent heroism, "

“global nationalism,” and “humor, " which are

necessary to overcome these disasters, and thereby reveals the significance and values

that Birmingham's works have.
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