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Problems to consider and solve for the formal start of English education in Japanese
elementary schools: Through the interviews with the teachers and students from
Taiwan and Japan
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[Synopsis]

English education will make a formal start in Japanese elementary schools in 2020. At
the 3rd and the 4th grades English will be taught as the “Foreign Language Activity” for
one hour per week (35 hours per year), and at the 5th and 6th grades it will be taught
as the “Foreign Language” for two hours per week (70 hours per vear). There are prob-
lems to consider and solve for this formal start of English education in Japanese elemen-
tary schools.

This paper starts with the consideration of whether English education in Japan in the
past has been false, examines Japanese people's ability in learning English, and tries to
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find something helpful for English education in Japanese elementary schools through

the present writer’s interviews with the teacher and students from Taiwan. This paper

also counters those who are opposed to English education in Japanese elementary

schools, verifies its necessity, and, by quoting some specialists’ views, shows that the

class teacher will be able to teach English. Lastly this paper presents the necessity of re-

lieving elementary school teachers of their extremely busy jobs and providing them with

better circumstances for English education, and suggests what English education in

Japanese elementary schools should aim for.
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