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A Reappraisal of George A. Birmingham’s Drama, General John Regan :
Through an Investigation of Birmingham’s Relationship with George Bernard Shaw
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[Abstract]

When George A. Birmingham’s drama, Gen-
eral John Regan (1913), was performed in
London and New York, it had great success.
However, when it was performed in Westport,
a West of Ireland town deemed to be the
drama’s setting, many spectators conceived
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the wrong idea that the drama was blas-
phemy against the Irish. As a consequence the
most violent riot in the history of Irish drama
occurred and more than twenty people were
arrested. Among those who acclaimed this
drama was George Bernard Shaw, who later
received a Nobel Prize for literature and for-
ever stamped his name in the history of world
literature. While both Birmingham and Shaw
were born in Ireland, their ancestors were
Protestants from Britain. General John Regan
and Shaw's drama, John Bull's Other Island

(1904), deal with the relationship between
Ireland and Britain, both of which display the
authors complex notions of Ireland and their
hearty attachment of the country. This paper
attempts a reappraisal of General John Regan
through an investigation of Shaw’s letters to
Birmingham and a comparative analysis of
both dramas.
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