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[Abstract]

George A. Birmingham, Appeasement

(1939), is a humorous novel about what
happens in a fictional English village, Champ-
flower Canonicorum, during the upcoming cri-
sis of World WarIl. Conflicts occur between
Philip Challoner, who suggests various pro-
jects to iImprove the primitive conditions of
the village, and the villagers who do not want
any improvement. The parish rector, Rev. An-
thony Ponsonby, attempts to appease Philip
and the villagers. The rector’'s attempts bear
fruit when they come to reconciliation and
everyone's good intentions are rewarded at
last. This novel shows Birmingham's own faith
in good intentions and his belief that the spirit
of humor is indispensable in appeasing con-
flicts. At the same time this novel is likely to
criticize Neville Chamberlain’s “Appeasement”
policy. Appeasement represents Birming-
ham'’s hearty wish for reconciliation between

every human being.
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