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The Qualifications Required for Teaching Profession in Thailand

—Diachronic Analysis of Teachers’ Acts—

B EE
MAKI Takayoshi

This study aims to clarify the qualifications required for teaching profession,
wichachip khru, in Thailand through a diachronic comparison of related articles in
Teachers’ Acts. Firstly, an analysis of the articles on fundamental qualification reveals
that teachers are required to embody democracy with the king as sovereign. Also, due to
the past involvement of teachers in cases of political corruption, political neutrality has
been emphasized in acts promulgated after 1975. Secondly, comparing the service
disciplines of the Civil Service Regulation Act revised in 1992, Phrarachabanyat
kharachakan Phonlaruan Pho. So. 2535, and those of Teachers and Education Personnel
Regulation Act revised in 2004, Phrarachabanyat kharachakankhru lae bukhalakon
thang kansueksa Pho. So. 2547, there were more articles on teachers’ morality and ethics
found in the later than in the former. Thirdly, diachronic analyses of code of ethics of
teachers, Chanyaban khru, indicate that teachers are required to behave as a living
example not only for students but also for the whole community.

Consequently, the core qualifications required for teaching profession in Thailand
appears to be high level of morality rather than the organized knowledge and skills that
are generally regarded as qualifications in the teaching profession. That is to say there
are two images of the ideal teacher in the context of current education reform: one as a
modern profession and the other as a traditional moral exemplar. In this sense, the
coexistence of these two images of an ideal teacher reflects the Thai ethnic characteristic
of adeptly borrowing externalities and harmonizing them with Thai traditions, a
particular feature typically found in the modernization process of Thailand.
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