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Hardest of all to take at face value was the Emersonian celebration of nature. Nature
was something about which poets wrote and therefore it merited esteem, but we could
not really suppose it was as estimable as reality—the reality which we knew to be so-
cial. Americans were said to love Nature, though there wasn't much evidence of this
that our eyes could take in. Our own tradition, long rutted in shtetl mud and urban
smoke, made little allowance for nature as presence or refreshment. . . . Nothing in our
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upbringing could prepare us to take seriously the view that God made his home in the
woods. By now we rather doubted that He was to be found anywhere, but we felt
pretty certain that wherever He might keep himself, it was not in a tree, or even leaves
of grass. (16)
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“Then live it. Don't be a nun, Maud. You've always called yourself a Jew. Jews live in
the world. Don’t hide from pain, insult, fear of failure. Don't expect perpetual serenity.
It's not that kind of life or real world.” (281)
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% Anzia Yezierska 1880 —1970

*k Michael Gold 1894 — 1967

* Henry Roth 1906 — 1995

% Bernard Malamud 1914 —1986

% Saul Bellow 1915-2005
Cynthia Ozick 1928 -

% Mordecai Richler 1931 —2001

* Philip Roth 1933 -

_29_



BIFRSACE 45537 (20124F)

Paul Auster 1947 —
Steve Stern 1947 —
Rebecca Goldstein 1950 —
Ethan Canin 1960 —
Michael Chabon 1963 -
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...and one day in late June,1968, I left my poor grandmother a rather smart-assed note
and ran away from the somber hills, t owns, and crooked spires of western Pennsylvania
that had so haunted August Van Zorn. I didn’'t come back for twenty-five years.

T'll skip over a lot of what followed my cowardly departure from home. Let's just say
that I'd read Kerouac the year before, and had conceived the usual picture of myself as
an outlaw-poet-pathfinder, a kind of Zen-masterly John C. Frémont on amphetamines
with a marbled dime-store pad of lined paper in the back pocket of my denim pants. I
still see myself that way, I suppose, and I'm probably none the better for it.(17)
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TEERICDo D | A 73 V=T 127280 2, I landed, again in the classic manner, in
California (18)
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I'd spent my whole life waiting to awake on an ordinary morning in the town that was
destined to be my home, in the arms of the woman I was destined to love, knowing the
people and doing the work that would make up the changing but essentially invariable
landscape of my particular destiny. Instead here I was, forty-one years old, having left
behind dozens of houses, spent a lot of money on vanished possessions and momentary
entertainments, fallen desperately in and abruptly out of love with at least seventeen
women, lost my mother in infancy and my father to suicide, and everything was about
to change once more, with unforeseeable result. (45)
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I believe that I was inspired to marry Emily Warshaw by the artificial hopefulness of
sex and by an orphan’s trite desire for a home. The odd agglomeration of Warshaws,
the product of a long and determined program of overseas adoptions, with its combina-
tion of Jews and Koreans, intellectuals, space cadets, and sharpies, no two of them re-
lated by blood, seemed to offer me the best chance yet to wire my wandering meteor to
the armillary sphere of a family.(129)
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In addition to all of this, I'd noticed over the years that I got a strong feeling of satisfac-
tion from sitting down to eat a mad meal of parsley, bones, hard-boiled eggs, crackers,
and salt water with a bunch of Jews, three of them Korean. It reassured me that, if
nothing else in life, at least I'd fulfilled my earliest ambition simply to wander far afield,
in spirit if not in space, from the place of my birth. (206)
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This was the writer’'s true doppelganger, I thought; not some invisible imp of the per-
verse who watched you from the shadows, periodically appearing, dressed in your
clothes and carrying your house keys, to set fire to your life; but rather the typical pro-
tagonist of your work—Roderick Usher, Eric Waldensee, Francis Macomber, Dick
Diver—whose narratives at first reflected but in time came to determine your life’s very
course.

.... My heroes, it seemed, were always trying either to escape from their terrible errors
of judgment by crawling into caves and vaults and basements or else to cover them
up—dispose of them—by laying them in the ground.(234-35)
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“Well, then it starts—I mean parts of it are still wonderful, amazing, but after a while it
just starts—I don't know—t gets all spread out. ...Okay, not spread out, then, but
jammed too full. Like that thing with the Indian ruin? Okay, first you have the Indians
come, right, they build the thing, they die out, it falls apart, hundreds of years go by, it
gets buried, in the fifties some scientist finds it and digs it out, he kills himself—all that
goes on and on and on, for, like forty pages, and, I don't know...It doesn't really seem to
have anything to do with your characters. ... You have whole chapters that go for thirty
and forty pages with no characters at all " (301-2)
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% | B 5, I felt suddenly bereft not only of Crabtree and his love but of my earliest bright
image of myself, of my trajectory across the world. (338)
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“I'm sorry, Professor Tripp,” he said. T just hate this fucking place.” I was surprised
to hear him swear. Such language never appeared in his work; in fact it was almost ar-
tificially absent, even in the rawest and most twisted of his tales, as if, in the miniature
Hollywood of his soul, he felt constrained to pass all his productions before a kind of in-
ner Hays Office. “Sewickley. What a bunch of, I don’t know, rich—rich bastards.” He
looked down at his lap. ‘I feel sorry for them.” (161)
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“Are you Jewish?”

“Sort of” he said. He was sitting in the backseat, reunited with his knapsack, looking
wide awake. ‘T mean, yes, I am, but my grandparents—they kind of, I don’t know. Got
rid of it, I guess.”

“T always thought—all that Catholicism in your stories—"

“Nah. I just like how twisted that Catholic stuff can get.”

“And then tonight I had you figured for Episcopal for sure. At least Preshyterian.”

“We go to the Presbyterian church, actually,” said James. “They do. At Christmas.
Shoot, I remember one time we went to this restaurant, in Mt. Lebanon, and I ordered a
cream soda? And they yelled at me. They said it was too Jewish. Cream soda, that's
about as Jewish as I ever got.” (282)
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I said, “So what did you think of Passover, then? Of the Seder? Of the Warshaws?”

“It was interesting,” said James. “They were nice.”

“Did it make you feel Jewish?” I said, thinking that perhaps this was the reason he'd
stolen the burnt-out candle from the Warshaws’ kitchen. “Being with them?”

“Not really.” ... “It made me feel like I wasn’t anything.” ...."I said, Like I'm nothing,”
he said. (282)
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Summary

Pastorals Conceived by Jewish-American Writers
—Changing Pastoral in Michael Chabon’s Wonder Boys—

Sarah Phillips Casteel suggests in her book, Second Arrivals, that when 20" century Jewish-
American writers depict nature, it uncovers their wishes to be real Americans and also Ameri-
can writers. Younger-generation writers such as Michael Chabon, however, seem to have very
different backgrounds from the writers popular in mid-20" century. They are no longer poor
grocer’s sons. It is natural that we find some change in the nature description of the younger
writers. The landscape in Chabon's Wonder Boys seems to symbolize the protagonist’s actual
state and also show the change in the awareness of Jewish younger generation. It seems that
the writer who is already a real American is looking for some meaning in being a Jew.



