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ProfessorKenjiUedaltmusthavebｅｅｎｉｎｔｈｅｙｅａｒ２００５ｗｈｅｎｌｆｉｒｓｔ

ｅncounteredthedistinguishedprofｅｓｓｏｒｉｎｔｈｅｓｔｕｄｅｎｔｏｆｆｉｃｅｏｆＢｅｐｐｕ

University･Ｈｅａｄｄｒｅｓｓｅｄｍｅｂｙｍｙｆａｍｉｌｙｎａｍｅｉｎｑuitearespectabletoneas

fbllows;“ＹｏｕｍｕｓｔｂｅＭｒ.Ｏ・Connor,Ihaveheardaboutyou.”Naturallylwas

takenabackbybeingsuddenlyaddressedbyacompletestranger,butwhat

astonishedmethemorewaswithoutdoubthisexceptionalcommandofthe

Englishlanguage，Whilelhadn，tanydirectdealingswiththeProfessor

immediatelyfOllowingourfirstmeeting,ｗｈｅｎｌｄｉｄｒｕｎｉｎｔｏｈｉｍｈｅｗｏｕｌｄ

ｗｉｔｈｏutfailaddressmecordiallyandseeｍｅｄｋｅｅｎｏｎｂｏｔｈｇｅｔｔｉｎｇｔｏｋｎｏｗ

ｍｅａｓapersonandonbecomingmorefamiliarwiththecultureandliterature

ofmycountry,theRepublicoflrelandlndeedlwasamazedandhonouredby

ProfessorUeda，ｓdeepknowledgeoflrishliterature,cultureandhistory・Iwas

asfirstrelievedbythisasitisanunfOrtunatebuttruefactthatmanypeople

arenotfamiliarwithmycountry・Wehavehadmanyfascinatingconversations

aboutsubjectsasvariedaslifeasafOreignerresidinginJapa､,previous

troublesandclashes,bothpoliticalandculturalwhichoccurredontheislandof

lreland，andimportanteventsinlreland，ｆｂｒｅｘａｍｐｌｅＳｔ、Patrick，ｓＤａｙ・

Whetherthetopicofconversationwascultural,historicalorregardingEnglish

education，IalwaysfbundtheProfessorsopinionsawelcomebreathoffresh

alr･

InevitablyourmeetingsbecamerelativelymoreregularfOllowingmy

appointmentasalecturerinthesamedepartmentasProfessorUedainApril

2011・Uponappointmentlwaswarmlywelcomedinpersonandhewouldoften

offerhisadviceonwhatmaterialortopicslshouldusefbrlecturesortrial

classesfbrseniorhighschoolstudents・

Ｉｎａｓｅｎｓｅｉｔｉｓａｐｉｔｙｔｈａｔｍｙｔｉｍｅｗｏｒkingwithhimwaslimitedtomerely

oneyear・HoweverIknowthathewⅢneverbefbrgottenbynotjustmyselｆ

ｂｕｔｂｙｈｉｓｍａｎｙｃｏｗｏｒｋｅｒｓａｎｄｔｈｅｔｈousandsofstudentshehastaughtover

themorethanthreedecadesthroughoutwhichhedevotedhislifefbrBeppu

University・Itrustthathewillretainhisinvolvementwiththeeducationfield

andwishafUlfillinglifepost戸retirement,Iwouldbeespeciallyappreciativeif

heweretomaintainhisinterestinallthingslrishandcontributetoJapanese

peoplegainingagreaterknowledgeofmycountry,itspeopleanditsculture．
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