2
aoffl

Bulletin of Beppu University Junior College, 31(2012)

X

vyuay o AULVA AN —ED DOBIRE ]

—Jdt 7 AT v F/NBDO T 7 T R —
Vg K 2

Sharon Owens, The Tea House on Mulberry Street:
A New Development of Northern Irish Fiction
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[Abstract]

The themes of Northern Irish fiction have changed as Northern Irish society has wit-
nessed events such as the Troubles and the peace process. The so-called “Troubles nov-
els” were written from the 1970s until the 1990s. Since a few years past 2000, novels of
which the main themes are people’s simple experiences of living have been coming out.
The Tea House on Mulberry Street (2003) by Sharon Owens is a novel about various
experiences of living of the customers in a Belfast tea house. The new lives which they
have attained after overcoming many hardships can be regarded as a metaphor for Bel-
fast which is now on her way to peace and development after overcoming the Troubles.
Another characteristic of the novel is the appearance of active women, which presents a
striking contrast to passive women appearing in many Troubles novels.
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