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Space structure of “mura” of village
and grass-gathering land in Nakatsu District

Shinobu KATHUME

All of “Muras” (villages under the feudal rule), located in the plain of Nakatsu District, except “muras”
close to the mountainous area in the south of the District , did not have grass-gathering lands in
coownership for green manure agriculture in the territory of “mura”. Such a “mura” on village society
found it neocessary to obtain forest land in the south of Nakatsu District in order to complete a space
structure for survival, or a geographical “arena”. There are two types of forest land in coownership. There
are two types of forest land in coownership. The one is “Hachimenzan grass-gathering land in coowner-
ship”, situated in the center of, or deep into the heart of Hachimenzan, where 41 out of 56 “muras” in
Nakatsu District customarily had the right to use land for a grass-gathering purpose. These 41 “muras”
ranged from the mountainous area of Hachimenzan in the south to the sea of Suho in the north. The other
is a number of small-scale forest lands in coownership, located side by side with each other at the southern
foot of “Hachimenzan grass gathering land in coownership”, or the mountainous area nearby towns,
which were used individually by 8 “muras” situated at the foot of the mountain. Some parts of these two
types of forest lands in coownership were dually used by different “muras”, which could be regarded as

“dual structure of villages’ common” from the overall perspective.
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