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Outside the room in the hall I spoke to the doctor. ‘Is there anything
I can do tonight ?° '

‘No. There is nothing to do. Can I take you to your hotel ?’

‘No, thank you. I am going to stay here a while. ’

‘I know there is nothing to say. I cannot tell you—"

‘No, ' Isaid. ‘There's nothing to say.’

‘Good night, * he said. ‘I cannot take you to your hotel ?’

‘No, thank you.’

‘It was the only thing to do, * he said. ‘The operation proved —

‘T do not want to talk about it, ~ I said.

‘I would like to take you to your hotel. ’

‘No, thank you. ’

He went down the hall. I went to the door of the room.

b
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“You can't come in now, ~ one of the nurses said.

‘Yes, Ican,’ Isaid.

“You can't come in yet.’

“You get out, ’ Isaid. ‘The other one too.’

But after I had got them out and shut the door and turned off the light
it wasn't any good. It was like saying goodbye to a statue. After a
while I went out and left the hospital and walked back to the hotel in

the rain.
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In the late summer of that year we lived in a house in a village that
looked across the river and the plain to the mountains. In the bed of the
river there were pebbles and boulders, dry and white in the sun, and the
water was clear and swiftly moving and blue in the channels. Troops
went by the house and down the road and the dust they raised powdered
the leaves of the trees. The trunks of the trees too were dusty and the
leaves fell early that year and we saw the troops marching along the
road and the dust rising and leaves, stirred by the breeze, falling and the
soldiers marching and afterwards the road bare and white except for the
leaves.

The plain was rich with crops; there were many orchards of fruit trees
and beyond the plain the mountains were brown and bare. There was
fighting in the mountains and at night we could see the flashes from the
artillery. In the dark it was like summer lightning, but the nights were

cool and there was not the feeling of a storm coming.

L TREB LTI 6 OFHEFTHD., EXHLOEFT A In the
late summer of that year we lived in a house in a village that looked across
the river and the plain to the mountains. IZd& > TEARDFEIZE, JI & FH,
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In the bed of the river there were pebbles and boulders, dry and white in the
sun, and the water was clear and swiftly moving and blue in the channels.
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