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Our soldiers still can hate or glorify or be
glad with true emotion. For them death
has a pang, and victory a sweet scent. But
for me war has become a flat, black
depression without highlights revulsion of
the mind and an exhaustion of the spirit.
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Covering this Pacific war was, for me,
like learning to live in a new city. The
methods of war, the attitude toward it,
the homesickness, the distances the
climate—everything different from what
we had known in the European War At
first, I couldn’t seem to get my mind
around it, or my fingers on it. I suspected
it would take months to get adjusted.
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(2) And another-enemy out here is one we
never knew so well in Europe — Monotony.
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(3) Another adjustment I had to make was in
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The Japs didn’t try to practice any sabo-
tage on our stuff. It would take another
Japs to figure out why. The Japanese
were throughly inconsistent in what they
did, and very often illogical. They did the
silliest things.
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One night some of our Seabees left a
bulldozer and an earth mover sitting
alongside the road up in the hills. During
night, the Japs came down. They couldn’t
hurt any body, but they could have put
that machinery out of commission for a
while. Even with only a rock they could
have smashed the spark plugs and ruined
the carbureter. They didn’t do any of
these things. They merely spent the night
cutting palm fronds off nearby trees and
laying them over the big machinery. Next
morning when the Seabees arrived they
found their precious equipment complete-
ly “hidden”.
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An American officer was idly sitting on
an outdoor box toilet one evening after
work, philosophically studying the ground
as men will do. Suddenly he was startled.
Startled is a mild word for it. For there he
was, caught with his pants down, so to
speak, and in front of him stood a Jap
with a rifle. But before anything could
happen the Jap laid the rifle on the ground
in front of him and began salaaming up
and down like a worshiper before an idol.
The Jap later said what he had been
hunting for weeks for somebody without
a rifle to give himself up to, and had
finally figured out that the surest way to
find an unarmed prospective captor was
to catch one on the toilet /
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They told one story about a Jap officer
and six men who were surrounded on a
beach by a small bunch of marines. As the
marines approached, they could see the
Jap giving emphatic orders to his men,
and then all six bent over and the officer
went along the line and chopped off their
heads with his sword. As the marines
closed in, he stood knee-deep in the surf
and beat his bloody sword against the
water in a fierce gesture of defiance, just
before they shot him. What code led the
officer to kill his own men rather than let
them fight to the death is again something
only another Jap would know.
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On Saipan, they told of a Jap plane that
appeared over-head one bright noonday,
all alone, As obviously wasn’t a photo-
graphic plane, and they couldn’t figure out
what he was doing. Then something came
out of the plane, and fluttered down. It
was a little paper wreath, with a long
streamer to it. He had flown it all the way
from Japan, and dropped it. “In honor of
Japan’s Glorious Dead” on Saipan. We
shot him down into the sea few minute
later, as he undoubtedly knew we would
before he ever left Japan. The gesture

was touching-but so what ?
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An assault on an enemy shore is a
highly organized thing. It is as intricately
organized that it would be impossible to
clarify all the fine details. No single man
in our armed forces knew everything
about an invasion.

But, to simplify one thing, suppose
we were invading an enemy beach on a
four-mile front. It would not be one over-
all invasion, but a dozen or more little
invasions, going on simultaneously side
by side. Each combat team runs its own
invasion, and a combat team is a regiment.

(BHT BB B W AR 2 & D T, MBS b 72
STHHAT LI LB ETHHRD LD TRV,
ZORBIEEORREH - T b AR, Bo<
IDOEBIZ— A b5,

L LHE—D 2 E 2B D A TH 2, kX
BRI~ A Lich > TRELD2H 2w
HZETHD, LobZhid— 202K
Tk, 12700 LiR, TR EO/MIBHEED
45T, FHECITbh 2D TH - 12,) Ibid p.98

MR P DHRRIE D 22w TR T
Mg+ 52k
%, PR DIEBAMA D 1 BEMEI304 81, K

[%?0)56’7 F—FIkEE G EnS, a1

SEBFET 2 5 DT T A,

Z OERO E K

DOFIL S JFEBE R nwbDTH- 72,

- 42\

The power of the thing was ghastly.
Great sheets of flame flashed out from a
battery of guns, graybrownish smoke
puffed up in a huge cloud, then the crash
of sound and concussion carried across
the water and hit you. Multiply that by
hundreds and you had bedlam. Now and
then the smoke from a battlewagon

would come out in a smoke ring, an



enormous one 20 or 30 feet across, and
float upward with perfect symmetry.
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It was all very indefinite and yet it was

indicative. The weight began to lift. I
wasn’t really conscious of it, but I found
myself talking more easily with the sail-
ors and somehow the feeling gradually
took hold of me that we were to be
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spared. The 7th wave was to pick us up as
it came by. I didn’t even see it approaching.
Suddenly they called my name and said
that the boat were alongside. I grabbed
my pack and run to the rail. I'm glad they
came suddenly like that. the sailor shout-
ed, “Good luck /” over and over and
waved off. We were on ourway.
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