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Dexter knew that there was something dismal about this Northern spring, just as he knew
there was something gorgeous about the fall. October filled him with hope which november |
raised to a sort of ecstatic triumph. |
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Vitality is born early in such woman, It was atterly in evidence now, shining through her

thin frame in a sort of glow.
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Now of course, the quality and the seasonability of these winter dreams varied, but the
stuff of them remained.

But do not get the impression because his winter dreams happened to be conserned of first
with musings on the rich that there was anything merely snobbish in the boy. He wanted not
association with glittering things and glittering people —— he wanted the glittering things
themselves, Often he reached out for the best without knowing why he wanted it, —— and
sometimes he run up against the mysterious denials and prophibitions in which life indulges.
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Dexter watchsd the even overlap of the waters in the little wind, silver molasses under the
harvest-moon. Then the moon held a finger to her lips and the lake became a clear pool, pale
and quiet. There was a fish jumping and a star shining and the lights, around the lake were

gleaming. Over on a dark peninsula a piano was playing the songs of last summer and of
summers before,
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The sound of the tune precipitated in him a sort of ecstasy and it was with that ecstasy he
viewed what happened to him now It was a mood of intense appreciation, a sense that, for

once, he was magnificently attuned to life and that everything about him was radiating a
brightness and glamor he might never knew again.
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He loved her, and he would love her until the day he was too old for loving — but he could
not have her. So he tasted the deep pain that is reserved only for the strong, just as he had
tasted for a little while the deep happiness.
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“Lots of woman fadeijust that.” Deblin snappel his fingers, “You must have seen it happeu,.
Perhaps I've forgotten how pretty she was at her wedding.”
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He had thought that having nothing else to lose he was unvulnerable at last.—— but he
knew that he had just lost something more.




Why, these things were no longer in the world! They had existed and they existed no
longer.
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“Long ago,” “he said,” long ago, there was something in me, but now that thing is gone.
Now that thing is gone, that thing is gone, I cannot cry. I cannot care. That thing will come
back no more.)
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