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Never before had I seen an invasion beach like Okinawa. There wasn’t a dead or wounded
man in our whole sector of it. Medical corpsmen sitting among their sacks of bandages and
plasma and stretchers, with nothing to do. There wasn’t a single vehicle, nor a single boat
lying wrecked on the reef or shoreline. The carmage that is almost inevitable on an
invasion was wonderfully and beautifully not there.™
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Some of the Planes were bound to be shot up, and just staggering along. There was always
the danger of running out of gas, because of many forms of overcomsumption. If you had
one engine gone, the others were liable to quit. If anything happened, you went into the
ocean, that is known as ditching. Around a B-29 base you heard the word “ditching” almost
more than anyother. Ditching in the Pacific wasn’t like ditching in the English Channel
where your chances of being picked up were awfully good. Out here it was usually fatal.
A search rescue system had been set up. but it’s mighty hard to find a couple of little rubber
boats in a big, big Ocean.)®
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(“You feel so damn helpless when the others get in tr.ouble. The Air will be full of radio
calls from those guys saying they’ve only got two engines or they’re running short on gas.
I’'ve been lucky and there I'll be sitting with four engines and a thousand extra gallons of
gas. I could spare any of them one engine five hundred gallons of gas if I could just get it
to them. It makes you feel so dumn helpless.”)®
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(The spacing between them was perfect ; there was never a blank spot, never a delay.
When we turned from seeing one safely off the ground, there would be the next one coming
down the runway. Any plane taking off was out over the water within a few seconds.
Pretty soon you'd see them come up into sight again. Finally they were all in the air,



formed into flights, and vanishing into sky...... No sooner had had the formations
disappeared to the north on their long flight to Japan, then single plane began coming back
in. These are called “aborts”, which is short for “abortives”. It was a much-used word
around bomber base it meant the planes that had something happen to them that forbade
their continuing on the long dangerous trip. Sometimes it happened immediately after take
off ; sometimes it didn’t happen until they were almost there. The “aborts” came stag-
gering back all day, hours apart.) @
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(The pilot could keep control only by using the motors, Every half hour or so he would
radio his fellow planes, “Am in right spiral and going out of control”, But he would get
control again, fly for an hour or so, and then radio once more that he was spiraling out of
control. But somehow he made it home, and had to land without controls. Though he did
wonderfully well, he didn’t quite pull it off. The plane hit at the end of runway, and the
engines came hurtling, out on fire. The wings flew off, and the great fuselage broke in two
and went careeninng across the ground. Yet every man came out of it alive, even the
wounded ones.) .®
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(What they wanted was a change, something far away —— lights and girls and companion
ship and modern thing and gaiety) “?
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Cease your Optimism,
Open your eyes,
People of Japan /
Japan is bound to be defeated.
It is then that we Japanese
Must infuse into this land
A new life.
A new road to restoration
Will be ours to carve.
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