IREAX

FRRENEE [ 4 | ORI DONWT

1 A X £

[$9%24

On the Geographical Distribution of the Nominative Postposition “i

Bunsmi Kirush
Introduction
The aim of this paper is to integrate some new findings with the partly modified report that was pr-
esented to the conference of the 48th Dialectological Circle of Japan in May, 1989,
Furthermore, this paper follows the thesis: “A Study of the Postposition “i” ( Nominative Case ) in
the Oita Prefecture Dialect”. ( The University Bulletin, Vol 8, 1989, Beppu University Junior College )
The discussion will be confined mainly to the following two points:
1. To clarify the chronological development in the usage of the postposition “i” in Oita Prefecture

2. To consider the nationwide distribution of the postposition “i” from the viewpoint of its histor-

ical and contemporary usage

Based upon these two points, the future perspective of the research on the postposition “i” shall be

made clear.
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