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A Study of the Postposition “i” (Nominative Case) in the Oita Dialect

Bunsut Kiriushi

Summary

In the basin of the Ohno river in Oita, a nominative postposition “i” is in general use as in ‘Ame 7
furi deta ’, which means “ It has started raining ”. Nowhere can this postposition be observed except in
and around Ohno county, including some parts of Naoiri, Minami-Amabe, and Kita-Amabe counties. This
postposition is equivalent to “ ga ”. Therefore, ‘ Kisya ¢ kiyoru’ is the same as ‘ Kisya ga kiyoru’, which
means “ The train is coming ”. Naturally this postposition, which is used only in the limited areas and is
gradually giving way to “ ga ”, totally differs from the locative and dative postposition “i” as in ‘ Beppi
¢ iku’, meaning “ go to Beppu " or ‘ Soki 7 aru’, meaning “ It is just there”.

As for the usage, not every noun precedes this postposition. For instance, one-syllabled nouns do not
usually precede the nominative “1”, nor do the nouns with the sound [i] at the end. Moreover, nouns
ending with the sound [n] NEVER precede it. This is to say that this nominative “1” is a postposition
with considerable restrictions on its usage.

Furthermore, Manyousyu, Senmyou and other old literary works show some examples of another
postposition “i”, which was in use in the old Japanese and had almost the same function as the “i” in
question. Examples are:

(1) Kena no wakugo ¢ fue fuki noboru (Nihonsyoki 17, 98)
(The young lord of Kena is going up the river, whistling.)
(2) Ie naru imo ¢ ibukashimi semu (Manyousyu 12 « 3161)
(My wife back at home may feel unbeaf‘ably painful.)
However, the old “i” has not generally been defined as a nominative postposition.

)

At any rate, the fact is worthy of attention that the nominative “1” is still in common use in the
limited areas and is not to be found anywhere else. Therefore, the intention of this thesis is to shed light
on the current usage of the nominative “i”, and to research its relationship with the above-mentioned

postposition “1” in the old Japanese.
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