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It took me some time to realize that ! was pregnant. . .

. 1 was sitting at my usual desk in the British Museum looking
up something on Sir Walter Raleigh, when out of the blue came
this sudden suspicion, which hardened instantly as ever into a cer-
tainty. [ got out my diary and started feverishly checking on dates,
which was difficult as I never make a note of anything, let alone
of trivial things like the workings of my guts. In the end, however,
after much hard memory work, 1 sorted it out and convinced my-
self that 1t must be so.

( The Millstone, pp. 33-4.)(2)
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. my mind, bent from its true obsession with what seemed
at first intolerable strain, began to vevert almost of its own accord
to its more accustomed preoccupations, and by the end of the morn-
ing 1 had covered exactly as much ground as I had planned. It

gave me much satisfaction, this fact. Much self-satisfaction.
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( M, p. 34. ) l
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I saw no reason why my proposed career of thesis, assistant |

lectureship, lectureship and so on should be interrupted. (M, p. 49.) J
|
|
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... 1 simply did not believe that the handicap of one small
illegitimate haby would make a scrap of difference to my career.
(M, p. 112.)
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It was gratifying, too, that my name would in the near future
be Dr Rosamund Stacey, a form of address which would go a long

way towards obviating the anomaly of Octavia’s existence .
( M, p.155.) il
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And as I walked down the road to meet Lydia for lunch, I
discovered another source of satisfaction : now, at least, 1 would be

compelled to see George. 1 had an excuse, now, for seeing him.
(M, p.34)
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I must say you didn’t go into many details about the whole
thing, but from what you said | gathered you were intending to

keep the child. I feel 1 must tell you that I think this is the most
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dreadful mistake, and would be frightful for both you and the child
— just think, if you had it adopted you could forget about the whole
business in six months and carry on exactly where you left off.
That would be much better for you, don’t you think ? ...... It
would be bad enough for you but it would be far, far worse for the
child. Through no fault of its own it would have to have the slur
of illegetimacy all its life, and I can’t tell you how odiously cruel
and vicious children can be to each other, once they get hold of
something like that. A baby isn’t just something you can have just
because you feel you ought. Because you oughtn’t that is that. It's
your duty to have it adopted by some couple who really want a
child, and who are probably in a far more favourable position for

bringing one up. (M, p.78)
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Her letter did in fact serve one purpose: it revealed to me
the depth of my determination to keep the baby. The determination
at this stage cannot have been based, as it later was, on love, for
I felt no love and little hope of feeling it: it was based rather on
an extraordinary confidence in myself, in a conviction, quite irvation-
41, that no adoptive parents rould ever be as excellent as I mysel!
would be. (M, p. 79.)
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‘She’s beautiful,” said George.

“Yes, 1sn’t she ?” 1 said.

But it was these words of apparent agreement that measured
our hopeless distance, for he had spoken for my sake and I because
it was the truth. Love had isolated me move securely than fear, habit

or indifference. There was one thing in the world that I knew about,

and that one thing was Octavia. | had lost the taste for half-knowledge.

George, 1 could see, knew nothing with such certainty. (M, p. 172)
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It was no longer in me to feel for anyone what I felt for
my child; compared with the perplexed fitful illuminations of George,
Octavia shone there with a faint, constant and pearly brightness
quite strong enough to eclipse any more garish future blaze.

(M, p.172)
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I was successful in my worl, so I suppose other successes were
too much to hope for. I can remember Hamish well enough: though
! cannot now quite recollect the events of our parting. It happened,

that is all. Anyway, it is of no interest, except as an example of

my incompetence. both practical and emotional. My attempts at




anything other than my work have always been abortive. (M, p.7)
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has always been marked by a atrange mixture of confidence and
cowardice: almost, one might say, made by it.” (M, p. 5.) DL
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. . he seemed to know quite well what he was doing: but then
of cource so did I seem to know, and I didn’t However, I man-
aged to smile bravely, in order not to give offence, despite consider-
able pain, and 1 hoped that the true state of affairs would not
become obvious. (M, p. 30)
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Later that afternoon I realized that I was going to see George
now less than ever. It took some time for the full complexity of
the situation to sink in. When I realized the implications of my
deceit, it became apparent that I was going to have to keep the

whole thing to myself. (M, p.34.)
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I screamed very loudly, shutting my eyes to do it, and listening
in amazement to the deafening shindy that filled my head. Once
I had started, I could not stop; I stood there, motionless, screaming,
whilst they shook me and yelled at me and told me that I was up-
setting everybody in earshot. ‘1 don’t care,’ I yelled, finding words
for my inarticulate passion, ‘I don’t care, I don’t care, | don’t care

about anyone, I don't care, I don’t care, I don’t care.’ (M, p. 134.)
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For so long now 1 had not seen him that I was bereft of
all power, so great was my amazement, so many my thoughts, so
troubled my heart. I sat there, dumb, and looked at him, and my
mouth smiled, for I was terrified that he would go once more and
leave me, that he was on his way elsewhere, that he would not wish
to stop. 1 wanted to detain him: I wanted to say, stay with me,

but my mouth was so dry I could not speak. (M, p. 162.)
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Now this 1s The Millstone aspect in yet another light and I |
find it very, vevy disturbing when interpretations like that are pre- ‘

sented to me. They may be right. How should one know the depths

. . . . . {1
of one’s own motivation in writing at all 27"
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