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.+ These solid chapters of ballast hold the novel steadily
to whaling realities; yet from them grows the credibility of
much of the action and the overwhelming probability of Ahab's
finding his quarry at the " senson — on — the — line” ; from them
especially Moby Dick looms up ever larger and ever more
potentially destructive, "ubiquitous” and "omniscient” —— "one

grand hooded phantom, like a snow hill in the air.
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Here, now, are two great whales, laying their heads together;

let us join them, and lay together our own.
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Crossing the deck, let us now have a good long look at the

Right Whale’s head.
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Ere quitting, for the nonce, the Sperm Whale’s head, I
would have you, as a sensible physiologist, simply ——
particularly remark its {front aspect, in all its compacted

collectedness. 1 would have yon investigate it now with the
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sole view of forming 1o yourself some unexaggerated , intelligent
estimate of whatever batteringram power may be lodged there.
Here is a vital point; for you must either satisfactorily settle
this matter with yourself , or for ever remain an infidel as
to one of the most appalling , but not the less true events,

perhaps anywhere 1o be found in all recorded history.
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Already we are boldly launched wupon the deep; but soon we
shall be lost in its unshored harborless immensities.

Ere that come to pass; ere the Pequod’s weedy hull rolls
side by side with the barnacled hulls of the Leviathan; at
the outset it is but well to attend to a matter almost
indispensable to a thorough appreciative understanding of the
more special leviathanic revelations and allusions of all

sorts which are to follow.
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