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The Restructuring of Distribution of Animal By-products
and the New Trend of Rendering Industry in Europe
: Some Suggestions to Japanese Rendering Industry from Germany
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Abstract
Animal by-products had been well used as organic resources. However, the situation has been changing.
As we know, the regulation for ensuring the safety of animal by-products had strengthened since BSE cri-
sis had occurred in1990s. Recently the restrictions on dispose and use of animal by-products have been re-
laxed in European Union. That influences not only the condition of animal by-products distribution system,
but also the rendering industry, which processes or recycles animal by-products such as animal fat, bone,
hide, offal, feathers, and blood into beneficial commodities including tallow, grease, and meat bone meals.

This study attempts an economic analysis of the restructuring of distribution of animal by-products and
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the new trend of rendering industry in Europe, mainly in order to give some suggestions to Japanese ren-
dering industry. The main results obtained from the analyses are as follows.

1. EU animal by-products regulation (EC/1774/2002) classifies animal by-products into three categories
according to the degree of the potential risk to livestock, public health and environment. It sets
strict rules about transport, storage, dispose, and use of animal by-products.

2. In EU, meat bone meals made from cattle by-products are used as fertilizer on farm. Of course,
they are products which are processed in accordance with the above-mentioned strict rules.

3. In Germany, the reorganization of rendering plants has rapidly progressed, and the scale of a ren-
dering plant gets larger and larger. That enables a rendering plant to equip sterilizers which are
equipment for ensuring the safety of cattle by-products.

4 . In Japan, almost all the meat bone meals made from cattle by-products are incinerated. For recy-

cling them, the progress of the reorganization of small-scale rendering plants is decisively important.
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