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Origin of the mirror of the triangle edge with carved
divine beasts in reference to the inscription, “Tong chu Xu- |
zhou” #HBM (Copper flom Xu—zhou).

B HM ( Luo—Qixiang ) #HFIFE ( Wu—lihua )
BEBNIHK (Kagawa Mitsuo)

In November 1987, with generous support of Professor Luo at Xu-
zhou Teachers’ College, 1 could examine several carved tombs, carved
stones, and tomb figures of the Han period at Xu—zhou. At that
time 1 had an opportunity to read Professor Luo’s inspiring article,
“Discussion on ‘Copper from Xu—zhou’' in the inscriptions of the
mirrors of the triangle edge with carved divine beasts found in
Japan” (1986). This article illuminates an important issue on the
site of the copper mine at Xu—zhou in referece to this part of the
inscriptions, “copper from Xu—zhou; craftman from Luoyang &~

engraved on some of the mirrors of the triangle edge with carved

(se1pmig [8OLOISIH jo malady) NOSNOUNMVOIHS

divine beasts found in Japan.

We find descriptions on divine beasts (like the ones carved on
the mirror) in Chinese classic literature ( e.g., Chuci). A group of
mirror craftmen who inhabited the lower reaches of the Changjiang
f7L and specialized in making mirrors seem to have adopted the
design of divine beasts and have carved them on the mirror.

Kagawa's paper supplements Professor Luo’s with focus on
these mirror craftmen. 1 hope our cooperation will throw light on
some historical problems in both Chinese and Japauese cultures and

\
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in their interactions. 1
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