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Alma of Summer and Smoke is my favorite — because | came out so late and so did
Alma, and she had the greatest struggle, you know? . .. Miss Alma grew up in the
shadow of the rectory, and so did I. Her love was intense but too late. Her man fell in
love with someone else and Miss Alma turned to a life of profligacy. I've been profligate,
but being a puritan, | naturally tend to exaggerate guilt.
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Her face had a bright and innocent look in the mornings and even when she was alone
in her room it sometimes seemed as if she weren't alone - as if someone were with her,
a disembodied someone, perhaps a remote ancestor of liberal tendencies who had been
displeased by the channel his blood had taken till Alma kicked over the traces and
jumped right back to the plumed—hat cavaliers(TJ 0010
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In I 0Owvhen Wedding was published queer” O like* gay” O was a code word known
to many in the life” but few outside; it was frequently used to identify oneself to another
discreetly, under the public eye but without public knowledge. As an effective cover, it
fully retained its root meanings of odd™“ strange™“ off-beat™ Nevertheless, a reader
who was familiar with the doubled meaning would surely have been sensitized to the
possibility that this was, indeed, a queer story[TJ 110
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... And when you marry, you'll marry some Northern beauty. She will have no eccen-
tricities but the eccentricity of beauty and perfect calm. ... The bride will have beauty!
The bride will have beauty, beauty! Admirable family background, no lunacy in it, no
skeletons in the closet — . . . No, no, nothing morbid, nothing peculiar, nothing eccentric!
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... I've lived next door to you all the days of my life, a weak and divided person, . . .
Now father tells me that | am becoming known as an eccentric. . . . Well | may be eccen-
tric but not so eccentric that | don't have the ordinary human need for love. . . . One
time in the movies | sat next to a strange man. | didn't look at his face, but after a while
| felt pressure of his knee against mine. . . . | rushed out of the theater. | wonder some-
times. If | had dared to look at his face in the queer flickering white light that comes
from the screen, and it had been like yours, at all like yours, even the faintest resem-
blance — Would | have sprung from my seat, or would | have stayed 0 00000
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Although the two houses tacitly claim to divide the world between them as care of the
body and the soul, they were common expressions of a bourgeois ethic that attempts to
contain potentially disruptive energies. In short, despite opposition, both households
share a common adherence to a white, bourgeois, patriarchal order, in which both body
and soul are pressured to submit to a rigorous discipline of hygiene[T110
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Eccentricities and Guilt
— Comparison Between Summer and Smoke and The Eccentricities of a Nightingale

Keishi Yamano

Tennessee Williams's Summer and Smoke and The Eccentricities of a Nightingale share the
same characters, locales and theme of sexuality. The portrayal of the main female protagonist
Alma Winemiller in these two plays are, however, quite different. The aim of this paper is to
observe what is reflected in the difference and to analyze the playwright's intention. In addi-
tion, by examining how the plays affect the readers’ or the audience’s interpretation of them,
we will uncover what exists in the core of Williams's masterpieces.
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