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Yaichi Aizu who Ponders on Tanka in a Bathtub

—On the Composition during his Sojourn at Beppu Hot Springs
in Oita Prefecture in the Tenth Year of Taisho —

NAKAMINE Masanobu

“ Tanka”,“ Art History” and Calligraphy” are the three well-known fields where Syuso-Dojin

(Yaichi Aizu’ s pseudonym) showed his excellence. Each of them is a keyword which displays
his characteristics.

He is, above all, eminent as a poet who composed tanka on Nara. There are, for example,
some poems composed as* dropping in at Horyuji Temple during my illness” in* BELHTIE”.
However, when we see the letter of Aizu, it turns out that the place where he actually elabo-
rated the poems is not Nara but the* bathtub” in the Tachibanaya hotel at Hamawaki Hot
Spring in Beppu. It was in the bathtub that the poems were completely finished. Thus, if we
examine the relation between the place where the poems of Aizu were composed and the time,

things of much interest will be discovered.
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