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Color Developmental Stage of Early Children’s Art

Masanorl  NOMURA

This investigation was made as to the coloring of drawing on preschool children in Oita
Prefecture. On the basis of the results of this investigation, I compared it with Arnheim’s and
Ide’s studies. Synthetically judging those two studies, we got the conclusion that the
development of color sensation of children was devided into five stages.

Lightness-responding stuge (0 to 2 years) : The infant in this stage draws at random. And
he responds strongly to forms and contrasts rather than colors,

Physiologically color selecting stage (2 to 3 years) : The infant in this stage gets the ability
of naming .

He responds to high saturation color such as red or yellow. On the other hand he doesn’t
respond so strongly to high lightness and middle saturation colors such as skin-color, and pale blue.

Hue arranging stage (3 to 5 years) : The child belongs to catalogue stage. He perceives the
difference of hues and begins to use many colors.

Color concept and colov aspect recogniziny stage (4 to 5 years) : He is in the beginning of
shema stage. He conceives the notion of color and shows the tendency to consider color as an
aspect.

Individual color and decorating color stage (5 to 6 years) : He is in the middle of schema
stage. In coloring he begins to show-realistic drawing and pure decorating when he looks at

objects in a short distance.
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