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Some Notes on the early Mohammadiyvah Movement
in East Java
Masahumi TOSHIMITSU

In 1912 Muhammadiyah, one of the modernist Muslim’s organizations, was established by
K. H. Ahmad Dahlan in the Central Javanese city of Yogyakarta. He requested to the Dutch
colonial government to permit Muslims more control over their affairs. The governor general
of Batavia gave him the permission of the Muhammadiyah movement within the city of
Yogyakarta in 1914, The governmental officials kept strict watch over this movement to
ascertain whether this organization would become an opponent to the Dutch or not. Dahlan
and his upholders, however, were not satisfied with the governor general’s permission, for they
wanted to expand their movement fromYogyakarta to other Javanese cities. Their petition
was approved by the goverrment in 1920,

At the end of the ninetieth century K. H. Mas Mansur, a founder of the Muhammadiyah
branch of Surabaya, was born in East Java. He went to Mecca for the pilgrimage in his young
days and continued his Islamic study at Azhar in Cairo for three years. After coming back
to his homeland he became an Islamic teacher in Surabaya. Mansur was engaged in mission
as a reformist of Islam. As he was very interested in the Muhammadiyah movement, he decided
to form the Muhammadiyah branch in Surabaya in 1921,
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In this paper I would like to analyze the process of the establishment of this branch and
the content of the Muhammadiyah movoment in East Java. In addition to this I would also
like to make clearer the socio-educational activities of this organization.
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