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The Mother Goddess of the Earth and the Ritual of the Clay Doll

The origin of the mother boddess of the earth worshiped in the Mdiile East can be traced
to the clay figure of the Ubaid culture which reached its peak around 5000 B.C. The mother
goddess emerged as a symbol of the earth and rebirth of plants ; while the male deity signified
rain and heaven. The clay doll, (Xf#), of the Jomon Era with its exaggeration of reproductive
organs are also believed to have appeared as magical instruments in the ritual which prayed
for fecundiy and rebirth. The Jomon people subsisted on cunting and the people around the
Indus River raised wheat. Because of this difference in subsistence and the date of appearance
also very much apart, some scholars endow totally different meanings on these two kinds
of seeminly similar female caly figures.

However this position might not be tenable if we look at a third type produced in the Kho-Noi
kiln around the 14th century, a kiln in northern Thailand specialized in making clay dolls.
There we find rituals in which clay dolls were destroyed and abandoned as the ones in Jomon
rituals. *“That is the Thailand people made female figures and destroyed (Killed) them, wishing
for their rebirth. Since the Thai clay doll was used in rice-cultivation rituals, it might be
possible to relate the Jomon one to agricultural rituals.

The Jomon clay doll which had first appeared in the eastern parts of Japan disappeared
around. It again appeared, after a long blank, in the western parts of Japan. If the date
of its reappearance corresponds with the beginning of agriculture, we can safely conclude that
the clay doll of Japan is also considered as an agricultural deity as the mother goddess of
the earth in the Middle East. This paper examiness the meaning of the clay doll of the late
Jomon era.
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