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About “Ogoe” (###%) and its form
By Hirakawa Nobuyuki

The Ryukyu king’s portrait is known for the name “fi#%48.”

46z

When we apply Japanese reading to the word “ffi$8#” that is, it will pronounce like
“Ogoe.”

"However, since the vowel sound changes in the language of Shuri which is the
common language of the kingdom time of Ryukyu in the order of “A, L U, L, and U” ,

it is right to carry out the pronunciation “Ugui.”

Originally “Ogoe” was hung on Enkakuji-Temple (%) of Shuri which is the
capital of the Ryukyu country.

Although it is original, we know that many duplicate articies were drawn in addition
to this.

They are also duplicates although, as for “Ogoe” , the following ten sheets are
known by present.

Fortunately, they were carefully kept in the earl house of Syo of the Ryukyu country.

Once, although Mr.Kamakura Yoshitaro took a photograph of these, it is recorded on
his work ““Treasure of the Okinawa culture” (it abbreviates to “Treasure”
hereafter) .”

Below, I will list the ten above-mentioned sheets.

“Ogoe” of the 1st king Syoen (#MH) ,

“Ogoe” of the 3rd king Syosin (ME) ,

“Ogoe” of the 5th king Syogen (#7t) ,

“Ogoe” of the 7th king Syone (4% .

“@goéf? of the 8ty.king.Syohou. (% £). ,

“Ogoe™ of the 11th king Syotei (HH) ,

“Ogoe” of the 13th king Syokei (40 ,

“Ogoe” of the 14th king Syoboku (%#2) ,

“Ogoe” of the 17th king Syokei (%) and “Ogoe” of the 18th king Syoiku (¥

&) .ie,the above ten sheets, are left behind.
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Mr.Kamakura is describing the function of “Ogoe” as follows in the work
“Treasure.”

That is, about “Ogoe” , he has imagined it as what was deified like the principal
image, when carrying out religious service of the ancestor in a king house level to a
soul mausoleum.

In fact, Enkakuji-Temple in which the original of “Ogoe” was installed is the family
temple of the Ryukyu royal family.

First of all, this Buddhist temple was built by the third king Syosin (MEF) , and is

the most important.

Now, we can present the paper released in Taisho Era as research about “Ogoe.”
That is, although one is research of Mr.Higa Cyouken and another is research of
Mr.Majikina Annkou, both research is described about “Ogoe” as follows from each
viewpoint.

First, Mr.Higa had investigated about a painter’s creative activity on the basis of huge

“Genealogy” data edited by the kingdom time.

Next, Mr.Majikina is looking at “Ogoe” other than “Ogoe” which Mr.Kamakura
recorded, and has considered them carefully.

It is Mr.Kamakura to have developed research of MrMajikina further.

Mr.Kamakura used the camera and he recorded “Ogoe” in detail.

Although, as for Okinawa, many cultural properties were lost by war, his research

serves as the very precious work which recorded “Ogoe” when existing really once.

As the latest research considered from the historical position, I can show the paper of

@6 29

Mr.Uezu Tosioie., ““Ogoe”” [(King's portrait)] ; (“Shuri catle research No.1”) first.

And next, the paper of Mr.Tomivama Kazuyukijie, “Sovereignty of Ryukyu seen

39y

from “Ogoe”” ; (“New history image of Ryukyu”) can be listed.

On the other hand, Mr.Sato performed research from a fine-arts historian’s position.

3y

The paper, ie, ““Ogoe” seen from iconography”’ [(Portrait of East and “Ogoe”)] ;
(“Okinawa Prefectural University of Arts Bulletin NO.51997") , was released.
In short, Mr.Sato adopts the methodology of iconography or iconology, he copies
“Ogoe” technically, and is performing positive research of reappearing further.

In addition, research of Mr.Uezu performed the work which reconfirms research of



Mr.Higa Cyouken.

In this, as for him, no less than two persons have discovered the painter whom
Mr.Higa had overlooked.

Mr.Tomiyama is studying “Ogoe” from the position of the so-called “Sovereignty” ,
and he is performing original consideration about change of each sovereignty of “Old

Ryukyvu” and “Modern Ryukyu” having had what relation with “Ogoe.”

According to research of point study, the King of Ryukyu is conventionally indicated
to have been influenced of Chinese.

That is, it shows that the Ryukyu country has been positioned in Grupe of King in
conformity with the “Grade system” which applied to Qing dynasty (&) from Ming
dynasty (B7) ,

Therefore, we need to observe that enough.

So, I considered the conventional research of “Ogoe” by newly adding the historical
records by the side of China seldom used.

Consequently, I was able to point out that “Ogoe” fully had a religious

paintingelement.

Furthermore, I was able to get some conclusions also about the following matter.

That is, the very important thing was found out also except expression of the king
-itself and its clothes.

That is, it is as follows.

As a result of my investigating about the ceremonial-arms soldier ({##) seen in the

scene of the procession in a festival, each of Attributes which team of the Vassal (5

E) currently drawn in it holds in fact was able to check that it was a sign with the

particular meaning.

In other words, I suggested concretely that an important meaning was decipherable

through a symbolic form of Attribute about the view of the world which the Ryukyu

country tried to mean.



