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Critical study on Mr.Matushima Ken's paper
(A study of the Origins of the Usuki Magaibutsu)
carried by the fine-arts magazine "KOKKA (E#) No.1215"

By Nakamine, Masanobu

The Usuki stone statue of the Buddha (Usuki-sekibutsu) was designated as Japanese
national treasure in 1995. It exists in Usuki-shi, Oita, and the ruins are roughly
divided into four groups. About 60 statues in all exist in the groups.

Compared with the other Japanese stone statues of the Buddha, Usuki-Sekibutsu is
extremely excellent on the scale and the style. And that it was sculptured on the cliff
of natural rocks is worthy of special mention. The Usuki-Sekibutsu is directly
engraved on the cliff of Tuff by the volcanic ashes of Mt.Aso, and expresses the
figure of the Buddha.

This is the form of so-called Magaibutsu. Needless to say, cave temple came into
existence in India and developed remarkably in China. By examining the origin
systematically, we can find the influence of India and China on the Usuki-Sekibutsu
too. For example, in the fact that it inherits so-called Mokake-Za; the form in which the
skirt point of the dress of the Buddha hangs under a plinth, we can find one of the
remarkable characters of stone cave. A systematic investigation on Usuki-Sekibutsu
had already been issued in Taisho period and the research was done by Dr.Hamada
Kousaku in Kyoto University. The research is still utilized and its outstanding
achievements serve as quite important materials.

Among the research results, which have been issued since then, many were done
by Buddhism scholars, archeologists, fine-arts historians, artists, historians, etc. In
recent years, the authorities concerned in the Agency for Cultural Property, Oita
Prefecture, and Usuki-shi cooperated to do close restoration to the portions damaged
in the past. Of course, in order to preserve the whole ruins of Buddhism and its
environment for a long time, detailed and special measures were implemented.

Therefore, compared with the researches done before it, the present situation of
research is remarkably improved. The research result by Mr.Matsushima Ken in the
Agency for Cultural Affairs was released in 1997. Mr.Matsushima, however, develops
his theory without mentioning the re search result I had released before.

Besides, I think his research leaves several points to be discussed. As this paper is

sure to deal with a very important issue, we ought to examine Mr. Matsushima’s



opinion carefully. As a result of it, I found out several problems which we cannot call
only clerical errors in his editorial. Since I have studied Usuki-Sekibutsu in recent
years, I cannot ignore these errors. So I have decided to criticize his editorial in this
paper. Although we cannot find any logical consistency in Mr.Matsushima’s paper,
several ambiguous points in sentences can be found out as I have mentioned. In his
tentative assumption on Usuki-Sekibutsu, he comments that it is quite possible that
the sculpture of the second group of Usuki-sekibutsu is Maitreya. I do not agree with
him about the name ofthe statue. I surmise that the name is Amitabha. At any rate, an
objective consideration makes us know that each does not have conclusive evidence.

Rather, both suggest the probability and possibility as a hypothesis. The problems
of Mr.Matsushima’s opinion could be summarized as follows. First, the most
mysterious is the comment of the Sanné-Sekibutsu. He observes that the Sanné-
Sekibutsu is Triad of a Buddhist deity and two attendants. The center of the form is
Bhaisajyaguru which is based upon Tendai-Buddhism. However, I already proved this
matter before he pointed it. Moreover, concerning the Sanno-Sekibutsu, he comments
that it is quite difficult to judge its style clearly. In spite of his consideration like this,
he later comments the Sanno-Sekibutsu has a special feature of the second half of the
Heian-Era, and that the age in which the statue was made may not be so much apart
form the age of stone statues of the Buddha in the Hoki first group and the second
group. Generally considering, the dificulty of judging the style may not be allow us to
judge the time.

It is obvious that his view is logically contradictory.Strictly speaking, Mr.Matsushima
has asserts that the Sanno-Sekibutsu is worth of style judgment.

Nevertheless, he estimates the way of carving amateur and childish. I have an
objection against his estimates. For example, try to gaze at the statue with various
conditions of light, light sources, view points, visual angles, etc, and we can gradually
notice that the statue which appeared rough and simple at the first look has a
remarkably quiet and mild style. In fact, Dr.Hamada commented he could not approve
of the opinion that the Sanno-Sekibutsu should be low estimated becauee of the lack
of the technique we could find in Furuzono-Sekibutsu. I think that we should approve
and respect Dr.Hamada’s keen insight. I cannot agree with Mr.Matsuhima about the
other points. I concretely mentioned many issues of Usuki-Sekibutsu in my papers,

work, etc. I want vou to read and refer to them as to the detailed contents.
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