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In his view, true progress would be found, not in the artificial
creation of new and abstract institutions, but in a return towards




the essentially human institutions and beliefs of the Middle Ages.
(p.xvii)
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What philosophy had Chesterton thus
rediscovered? It may be sketched in brief
outline.

First: Reason, as an instrument of
thought, is admirable, provided that
its material is taken from reality. If it
works in the void, it turns to madness.
“Poets do not go mad; but chess-players
do . .. when a poet really was morbid it
was commonly because he had(s) some

weak spot of rationality on(in) his brain.
Poe, for instance, really was morbid;
not because he was poetical(Hl F%), but
because (¥l B%) he was specially analytical.
e (Hl B®) The madman is the man who
has lost everything except his reason.” A

lunatic’ s explanation of something is in a
certain sense rational and satisfying; but
the lunatic is confined within the clear,
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exact prison of one idea, and lacks the

complexity of a healthy being. A healthy
being lives through the body, and it is in
the body and by virtue of the body that
abstract ideas lose their importance and
their danger. (pp.163-164)
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Now, m(M)odern thinkers are admirably
gifted with the power of reasoning, but
are very limited in common sense. They
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do not think of the real, solid things of
life, of struggling peoples, of the pride of
mothers, of a young man’ s first love. They
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are above and beyond these realities
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in a realm of abstract words. If they

forced themselves to write only in words
of one syllable, in concrete terms, most
of their ideas would be inexpressible.
Materialism, for instance, is a mental
aberration:(;) it denies the evidence. It
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seeks to explain thought and the soul by | %518, $RTEAET 5D TH HFORHA
actions of the brain, but cannot; and if | A, ZOEETH VA~ LB D S/NSV/e
it had the slightest measure of common | £V O—2ICAESNYOTLEVHES LI
sense, it would understand that the spirit, | RWEZLESTHE S, (157 ~ 158H)

which contains everything, could not be

itself entirely contained in one of the little
agglomerations of matter which it contains.
(p.164)
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Now, amongst the traditions of every
human society, a foremost place is held
by fairy-tales. Every human life starts
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with belief in the world of fairy-tales, and

this shows that the belief is a real need.
And it may well be that the fairy world is
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simply the real world. What are its rules?

First and foremost, that there magic is a
possibility. Cinderella’s godmother can
change the pumpkin into a coach and the
mice into horses just as, in the real world,
the acorn turns into an oak and the egg
into a bird. The materiali(HlF)st will retort
that this is quite different, that the real
world has its fixed laws(HIF). “But is it
any the less magical for that?” Chesterton
will reply. “All the t(l)owering materiali (¥
f%)sm which dominates the modern mind
rests ultimately upon one assumption;(,)
a false assumption. It is supposed that
if a thing goes on repeating(.) itself it is
probably dead; a piece of clockwork.
People feel that if the universe was
personal it would vary; if the sun were
alive it would dance.” (pp.166-167)
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“The sun rises every morning,(.)” says
Chesterton. “I do not rise every morning;
but the variation is due not to my activity,
but to my inaction(.) . . . i(I)t might be true
that the sun rises regularly because he
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never gets tired of rising. His routine might
be due, not to lifelessness, but to a rush of
life. . . . It is possible that God says every
morning, ‘( “)Do it again(,)’ (") to the sun;
and every evening, ‘( “)Do it again’ to the
moon. It may not be automatic necessity
that makes all daisies alike; it may be that
God makes every daisy separately, but has
never got tired of making them.” (p.167)
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A second point at which modern thought
clashes with the tradition of humanity is
the supernatural sense of boundaries and

strict conditions. In fairy-tales there are
always rules which limit the actions of
mankind. . . .(—) You cannot live with
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the king’s daughter unless you show her an
onion. . . . These rules and conditions are
not explained. . . . Why should I leave the
ball at midnight? Why can you stay there
until midnight? This dialogue is a symbol
of life, the dialogue between M(m)an and
God. It is, in a different form, the same
dialogue that we overheard in The Man
Who Was Thursday between creature
and Creator. “Why am [ sometimes
unhappy?” asks the man. “Why are you
sometimes happy?” might be the answer
to him. And to both questions the reply is
the same—that such are the conditions laid
down for you. Now, in the books of Wells
and many of the moderns these conditions
disappear. Man becomes a god. But this
is fallacious: man is not a god; man must
respect the conditions of the fairy world,

which is also the human world, and it is
well that things should be so. (pp.167-168)
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Such were Chesterton’s spontaneous
feelings, he says; such were his intellectual
needs; and in this way did he accept
the terms of the supernatural. And so,

when he encountered Christianity, he
found that these ideas and needs, this
joyful acceptance, fitted in wonderfully
with his doctrine. “It was as if I had been
blundering about since my birth with two
huge and unmanageable machines, of
different shapes and without apparent
connection—the world and the Christian
tradition. I had found this hole in the
world: the fact that one must somehow
find a way of loving the world without
trusting it. . . . I found this projecting
feature of Christian theology, like a sort
of hard spike, the dogmatic insistence that
God was personal, and had made a world
separate from Himself. The spike of dogma
fitted exactly into the hole in the world—it
had evidently been meant to go there—and
then the strange thing began to happen.
When once these two parts of the two
machines had come together, one after
another, all the other parts fitted and fell
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in with an eerie exactitude.” (pp.168-169)
HE MREBIC OV TR RIAR,

2S5 L7 BEANZZSD > 5]

BLO2LVEDEDTHA.] (161 ~ 162H)

ELTOFY X MO [#ZE] A

EDOZEOMEERICRBSINS Fz 2B ORR) 28> HEIE. &

B RE BB TV ([FE] 13h),.

Tnlticy, AR



72 EOFREMERICIL [Orthodoxy] 23 C®ETHZLDF 2 XY M2 D
REOANBEDEDLO P EHIERTE 5. TEZET—O7OEREBICEEE
579, [Orthodoxy] DEE2MEONEBRE A6, [IWAR] [FE]
ZEICOETHEBOEREZHEE - BEL TV SO TIELWEA D D,
ZO MOITRTOEIPRLZIZEDEDIZEVEDT. THOEWLE
Lo DED] L0 RFOHD LD, 92bLbBUTOE—TTICES
T [one world] ([H—o>0HR]) DFEFEO T T [If you are bound up
with this earth, you must love this earth] (ZO#ERICOZHANTH B 7%
S5 COMIERZESRIE RSV TH D) E V- —TICEKNESNSF <
A2Y N OERIBICIHEREZE|DRAT ATV AVONE.T DL [R
DTIRTOHRP—RICLTHEREZE U, QESIEESZLICLT. Bh
HiEhpoagicEEH L] ([2%81) 2148H) o—ficbEHL. 4
HHAOEL 2RI, [—HROFELRNICRZAS S, FAld. 2%, FAD
R 2RPESELRLEZDERSBECCHIZ] (215H) & E#AE S
FALRONHEDORFEEL L EIHEEZHE-oTVEIITEDN S,

Chesterton was never able to join the
younger generation of his time in a general
sense of revolt. To him, both optimism

and pessimism seem absurd. Such

general judgments on the world would be
comprehensible if you could change your
world as you change your house; but we
have only one world, and we owe it a

measure of loyalty. The primary patriotism
is a love of the universe. If you belong

to Hammersmith, you must not be for
Hammersmith or against it: you must love
Hammersmith. If you are bound up with

this earth, you must love this earth. (p.168)
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THE capital sin of the past two centuries

BEHHEOBRAORR. BETHOL. H

has been pride. Human intelligence, drunk
with its own successes, has reached the
point of ignoring the restraints of reality
and scorning the traditions of the race. In

the end it has imprisoned itself, like a larva,

in a determination of its own secretion,
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in a web of its own weaving, and it has
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let itself be ruled by monsters of its own | 4. (165H)

creation. Chesterton, with wonderful vigour

and brilliance, has striven to reconcile

intelligence with tradition. (p.172)
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