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theatre. Stevenson seemed to say to the
semi-suicides drooping round him at the
café tables ; drinking absinthe and dis-
cussing atheism: ‘Hang it all, the hero
of a penny-dreadful play was a better
man than you are! A Penny Plain and
Twopence Coloured was an art more
worthy of living men than the art that
you are all professing. Painting paste-
board figures of pirates and admirals was
better worth doing than all this; it was
fun; it was fighting ; it was a life and

a lark; and if I can’t do anything else,
dang me but I will try to do that again !’
So was presented to the world this enter-
taining spectacle; of the art student
IV. THE REACTION TO ROMANCE, p.94
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